· Together we want to imitate the ______________ of Christ. (We want to continue to mature. 
· We need to guard each other and pull each other back in love when we stray from Christ.)
· We guard one another from ____________.  
· Together we want to display the ______________ of Christ. 
· We guard one another from ____________.

“...and express the love of Christ to each other and to the world around them.” 

· _______ is the distinguishing mark of the church. 
· Love is the _________ of church membership.
· We join a church for the good of ______________. 
· We join a church for the good of _______ ______________.  
· We join a church for the good of ____-______________.  (John 13:35)
· We join a church for the glory of _______.

· Participation in Giving Should Be ____________ for Those in the Local Church…
· We are to share our __________with the church.  (I Peter 4:10, Galatians 6:10)
· What are your talents and abilities?
· What are your spiritual _______?  
· How are you using all of them for the glory of God? 

· Giving of our money and material goods is a necessity not just for the __________of the church, but primarily for our own __________ health.  (2 Corinthians 9:7-9) 
· The tithe (10%) is not a New Testament ______________. It is a starting point for our generosity.  (Luke 12:33-34)
· Even though tithing isn’t required today, it does not follow that believers should hoard their possessions.
· Generous giving allows for the support those who __________ the gospel. (Matt. 10:10; Luke 10:7; 1 Cor. 9:6–14; 1 Tim. 5:17–18). 
· Willingly serving each other ensures health to each ___________, but also provides health to the church _______. (Colossians 3:12, 23-24)
· Meeting the needs of the church body paves the way for all members to be productive ______________.  
· The church proves we belong to Christ by the way we _______ one another.  (Colossians 3:13-15, John 13:34-35, I John 3:18, Philippians 2)
· Serving each other goes beyond helping, we serve by sharing the truth of the gospel which fills our lives.  
Other scriptures about the church and how we serve and share: (Romans 12:1-21, Romans 15:1-33, James 2:14-24 )
So What Now? 
· Membership in the local church involves committing your life in covenant with other believers to show the Gospel to each other and to spread the Gospel to the world.
· If we choose to be a part of the church, generosity should mark everything about who we are.  
· MEMBERSHIP IS NOT PUSHING YOUR ADGENDA, it is being driven to complete God’s ADGENDA!




Membership (Week 2)
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP IN THE GOSPEL

· The Importance of the Local Church...
· We are recipients of a new ______________.
· Baptism is a declaration that we belong to _________.
· We are members of a new ______________. (Ephesians 2:11-16)
· Baptism is a declaration that we belong to _______ _________.

“...joined together under biblical leadership...” (Ephesians 4:11-12)
· The church is ______________ with servants of the Word.  
· The church is ______________ to be servants with the Word. 

“...to grow in the likeness of Christ...” (Ephesians 4:13)
· Together, we want to know the truth of Christ. (Together we want to know Christ)  We can not know Christ separate from the body.  (Share this with friends who have been tempted to do this.)
· We guard one another from ____________. 
