Blessed Are…

Salt & Light (The Distinctiveness of the Disciple)
Matthew 5:13-16

Joy and Suffering (Matthew 5:11-12, Romans 5:3, James 1:2, 1 Peter 4:13, Acts 5:41, 2 Corinthians 12:9, Philippians 2:17, Colossians 1:24, 1 Thessalonians 1:6, 2 Corinthians 8:1)
· Finding Joy through the sustenance found in God’s word is the means by which we are _____________ in suffering and that for which suffering is preparing us. 
· When God calls us to suffer for His sake he is not calling us to _____________ or ______________________ but instead into joy.

· Jesus came to bring joy, the gospel (GOOD NEWS). He has given us _____________ joy.
· If we live to seek pleasure, we may find it but it will be _____________ & _____________. (Proverbs 21:17, Isaiah 5:11-15)
· To discover joy in persecution you must give yourself to know him in his _____________ and to know this world and how it works. 

Salt and Light: (The contrast of the disciple to the world.) (Matthew 5:13-15)
The analogy: (Salt)
· Salt serves to give _____________.

· Salt is a __________________ it prevents (rot) corruption. 
· Disciples, if they are true to their calling, make the earth a _____________ and a more _____________ place. 
The Contrast: (The ineffectiveness of nominal Christianity)
· A disciple is only effective if they preserve their _____________ character. (Are we extremely different from this world?)
· Unsalty salt is _____________ and has no value. 
· A _____________ disciple has no influence on the world. 
The Analogy:  (Light)
· Light, like salt, affects its environment by being _____________.  

· The disciple who is visibly _____________ from other people will have an effect on them. 
· The aim of your good works is not to demonstration your own _____________, but to direct attention to the God who makes you righteous. 
The Contrast: (Matthew 5:15)
· To belong to God means to be _____________ for His kingdom.  

· By doing so you will give _____________ to all who know you. 
So What Now?
· Seek to find joy not in this world and the things this world has to offer but in Christ and the good news of God’s word.   

· Let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father.  (Live like you believe it and like you mean it!)
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