Membership (Week 1)
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP IN THE GOSPEL

· Why We Date the Church...
· We are ________________.  
· We are ________________. 
· We just don’t see the point of being ________________ to one church because we think we can float around and get what we need. 
· We are ________________. 
· We are ________________. 
· We are ________________. 
· The reality is this is the church’s fault.  We think being a member at the church means I get to vote and must volunteer. 
· We are ________________ primarily in what is in it for me.  
· This is often the church’s fault as well. 
· We build _________________ models of church to lure people in rather than letting the Holy Spirit do His job.  
· We also try hard to gain members from other churches.   

· Why We Need to Stop Dating the Church...
· Because God’s Word says membership in the local church is ________________. 
· Membership in a local church is not biblically _________________.
· Membership in a local church is biblically _______________.
· Membership is implied by church ________________.
· The New Testament word for church is ecclesia, and it literally means gathering.
· The church is ________ universal and local. (Ephesians 1:22, 3:10, and 3:20-21, Acts 11:22-23, Romans 16:3-5, I Corinthians 1:1 and 16:19)
· The local church is a visible ________________ of the universal body of Christ. 

· Membership is implied by church ________________. 
(Matthew 18:15-17, I Corinthians 5:9-13)
· Membership is implied by church ________________. (Hebrews 13:17)
· Membership is implied by church _______________. (Romans 14:10-12, Galatians 5:19-26)

So What Now?
· We need to decide, will we indulge our individualism, or will we model what we see in scripture and willingly submit ourselves to a local church. 


